
Inspection of Mapledene Childrens 
Centre
54 Mapledene Road, LONDON E8 3LE

Inspection date: 31 July 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Leaders, staff and parents all work exceptionally well together to provide children 
at this setting the highest levels of care and education. All know what children need 
to learn next and why and successfully implement a tailored and consistent 
approach to supporting children to achieve the next steps in their learning. All 
children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), 
make the best possible progress from the outset of their time at this nursery. 

Staff expertly support children's well-being. They help each child to feel valued and 
emotionally secure with exceptional skill, supporting children with any changes in 
their lives with great sensitivity. For example, they thoughtfully provide children 
with photo books containing photos of the nursery for when children are going on 
holiday or moving to a new room. Staff skilfully help children to maintain a sense of 
familiarity during times of change and to understand what to expect next in their 
lives, reassuring children and supporting their emotional needs with immense care. 

Staff across the nursery create a calm and stimulating environment for children to 
flourish. They consistently share their expectations with children, such as reminding 
them of the 'rules' during daily routines, to help them know how to engage and 
interact with others positively. Children, including the youngest children, show a 
deep understanding of the consequences of their behaviour. They know how to 
behave responsibly and have excellent conduct. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have a very clear vision for children's learning and staff fully share this. 
They focus their teaching on helping children to acquire the key skills they need 
for their future learning, including their move to school, such as prioritising their 
emotional, social, independence and language skills. Pre-school children 
confidently and articulately talk with staff about the new school they will be 
moving to, express how they feel about the change and know what to expect. 
Children's emotional needs are met exceptionally well and they are exceedingly 
well prepared for starting school.

n Children develop excellent communication skills. All staff use their in-depth 
expertise to support children to express their feelings and their needs, such as 
consistently using sign and gestures alongside speech to help all children 
express themselves. Children master the use of gestures alongside words and all 
children capably communicate in an inclusive and enabling environment. 

n Partnerships with parents are exemplary and successfully support children to 
have high-quality education and care at home. Leaders and staff provide 
excellent support to parents to help give them knowledge of how to further 
support their children at home. For instance, they provide workshops for parents 
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to attend, such as related to potty training and how to cook inexpensive healthy 
meals for their family. Staff and parents work together extremely well to help 
provide children with consistency in their learning and care.

n Children with SEND are supported with great expertise. Staff work exceedingly 
well with other professionals involved in children's care and development. They 
gather in-depth information about children's needs and create a tailored and 
consistent approach in meeting their needs, such as providing one-to-one 
support for children who need it. All children make excellent progress. 

n Staff support children's understanding of diversity extremely well. Children learn 
about similarities and differences in each other and each other's families and 
their individuality is highly valued. For instance, staff read children stories and 
sing songs that reflect children and staff's varying backgrounds to help deepen 
children's understanding of others. Children develop high levels of mutual 
respect and are proud of what makes them unique. 

n Leaders keenly and actively gain feedback from others, such as parents and the 
local authority, to help evaluate the provision and continually strengthen the 
nursery's care practices and quality of education for children. Staff's professional 
development is highly focused and effectively supports them to develop their 
expert teaching skills and maintain outstanding outcomes for children. For 
instance, staff attend training to develop their knowledge on how to support 
children's language skills, helping them to boost children's communication 
development further.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY403363

Local authority Hackney

Inspection number 10314512

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 72

Name of registered person
Queensbridge Primary School Governing 
Body

Registered person unique 
reference number RP526366

Telephone number 0207 249 8139

Date of previous inspection 13 December 2019

Information about this early years setting

Mapledene Childrens Centre registered in 2009 and is managed by the governing 
body of Queensbridge Primary School. It is situated in the London Borough of 
Hackney. The setting operates Monday to Friday, from 8am to 5.45pm, all year 
round. There are 16 staff working directly with the children, all of whom hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 6 and level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anneka Mundy
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The deputy manager and the inspector discussed how the nursery organises it's 
early years provision, including the aims and rationale for the early years 
foundation stage curriculum.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection and parents shared their 
views of the setting. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided across the 
nursery and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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